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communities have 
already taken action: 
 
 

 Philadelphia 

 Pittsburgh 

 Allentown 

 Pottsville 

 Reading 

 Lancaster 

 Harrisburg 

 Wilkinsburg 

 Erie 

 Homestead 

 West Homestead 

 Clairton 

 Oxford 

 Munhall 

 Braddock 

 Castle Shannon 

 Aliquippa 

 West Mifflin 

 Hatfield Township 

 Norristown 

 Duquesne 

 Glassport 

 Liberty 

 Conshohocken 

 Easton 

 York 

 Heidelberg 

 Lincoln 

 Swarthmore 

 West Conshohocken 

 Bridgeport 

 Ambler 
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Five More Towns in Phila. Suburbs Take Action on Lost or 

Stolen Handgun Reporting: 32 PA Communities Take Action 
 

Conshohocken adopts local ordinance; four other towns urge General Assembly to 

take action statewide. 
 

CONSHOHOCKEN – March 18, 2010 – Last night, Conshohocken Borough Council unanimously passed an 

ordinance requiring lost or stolen firearms to be reported missing to the police upon discovery of their absence. On 

Tuesday night, Ambler Borough Council unanimously passed a resolution in support of a statewide lost or stolen 

handgun reporting requirement. And last week, the boroughs of Bridgeport, West Conshohocken, and 

Swarthmore all took similar action urging the General Assembly to pass a statewide law requiring lost or stolen 

handguns to be reported to the police. 32 PA communities have now taken action in support of the reform. 

 

Joe Grace, executive director of CeaseFirePA, discussed the momentum for 

commonsense reforms in Pennsylvania, like lost or stolen handgun reporting. “32 

towns have taken action. It started in Philadelphia and then moved into the Lehigh 

Valley and Central PA. Then, more than a dozen towns in Southwest PA took action. 

Now towns in the Philadelphia suburbs have taken the lead. This movement has taken 

on a life of its own – growing rapidly statewide. More than 180 Mayors, 32 towns, and 

law enforcement across the Commonwealth are calling on their legislators in 

Harrisburg to pass this reform statewide.” 

 

Conshohocken Councilman Jason Salus explained why his town took the decisive 

action. “We adopted lost or stolen because as elected leaders it is our duty to keep our 

neighborhoods safe. No community is immune from gun violence. We know most gun 

crimes are committed by criminals with illegal guns. So any action we can take to cut 

off their supply is worthwhile.” 

 

Representative Mike Gerber (Conshohocken) congratulated the decisive vote. 

“While this is a policy I wish we could enact on a statewide level, I‟m very pleased to 

see that local officials, like those in my district in Conshohocken, are demonstrating 

bold leadership that will help law enforcement and protect Pennsylvania citizens.” 

 

In West Conshohocken, the resolution was suggested by Mayor Donna Frankenfield, 

“As Mayor, my duty is to protect the residents of my borough. This is accomplished by: 

the prevention of crime, the protection of life and property, and the preservation of 

peace, order, and safety. I am grateful that our council passed the resolution 

supporting the lost or stolen handgun reporting law.” 

 

Ambler Mayor Charles Wahl noted the growing consensus. “Of course I support the 

right to bear arms – but there are steps we can take to crack down on criminals who 

use and traffic guns illegally. Hundreds of mayors and dozens of towns across PA are 

calling for a statewide lost or stolen handgun reporting requirement. In Ambler, we're 

fortunate to have a representative like Rick Taylor who supports his constituents. When 

will the rest of the Assembly follow?”  
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State Representative Rick Taylor (Ambler) and many others have started calling for their colleagues to take action. 

“Too many cops and innocent people are murdered by two-bit thugs who obtain guns through straw purchases. I am 

proud of my community in Ambler that spoke with one voice about the need to reduce gun violence in our state. The 

Pennsylvania legislature needs to learn from the example of Ambler and have the courage to say no to the gun 

lobby‟s bogus arguments.” 

 

Local and statewide police leaders have also called for action from the General Assembly. Ambler Police Chief 

William Foley explained, “Local police departments are responsible to protect our communities. But to do that job 

effectively, we need the support of the State Legislature. If a lost or stolen handgun reporting requirement is passed 

statewide, it will be one more tool in our kit to identify and prosecute criminals who use and traffic illegal guns.” 

And in Conshohocken, Chief Mike Orler agreed, “It‟s good that Conshohocken adopted this reform as local law – 

but to be truly effective, this is something that the state needs to adopt.” 

 

Last fall, State Police Commissioner Frank Pawlowski released a statement endorsing a lost or stolen handgun 

reporting law, and applauding communities that had already taken the important step, encouraging cities and towns 

to continue pressing for statewide reform to address the proliferation of illegal guns. The Pennsylvania Chiefs of 

Police Association, the International Association of Chiefs of Police, and the Pennsylvania District Attorneys 

Association have also come out in favor of the reform as a statewide measure. In the last decade, 22 police officers 

have been shot and killed in Pennsylvania – seven since this time last year. 

 

State Representative Tim Briggs (King of Prussia) echoed the chiefs’ sentiments, and congratulated the boroughs 

for their action. “Police chiefs and politicians alike know it is time for lost or stolen to pass. Municipalities across 

PA are sending Harrisburg a clear message and we are listening. The unprecedented wave of support for sensible 

reform has been bipartisan and from communities both big and small. My colleagues in the Legislature need to 

catch up to the times and join their local officials by voting for a safer Commonwealth.” 

 

Polling commissioned by CeaseFirePA found overwhelming support for a lost or stolen handgun reporting 

requirement. 96 percent of Pennsylvanians support the reform – including 92 percent of gun owners. Subsequent 

polling conducted by the Mayors Against Illegal Guns coalition confirmed those results, finding that 78 percent of 

NRA members nationwide support a lost or stolen handgun reporting requirement. 

 

“We didn‟t need a poll to know our community supported lost or stolen,” said Conshohocken Council President 

Paul McConnell. “I spoke to families in town – many of whom have guns in the home – and they all said the same 

thing, especialy mothers: „Of course a lost or stolen handgun reporting requirement makes sense.‟ Any time there is 

action we can take to make out community safer – it‟s the right thing to do, and it is our job to do it.” 

 

State Senator Daylin Leach (Montgomery County) commended the action of the five towns – and encouraged 

municipalities to maintain pressure on the State Legislature. “I hope some of my colleagues in Harrisburg take note 

of the courage of our local elected officials.  Until we tackle this statewide, I hope more municipalities follow the 

lead of Conshohocken, West Conshohocken, Bridgeport, and other towns that have acted by voting to make their 

communities safer.” 

 

Swarthmore borough launched the latest run of action – passing a resolution early last week. Mayor Richard Lowe 

summed it up: “The real test will be whether or not the General Assembly will follow our lead. I expect they will get 

even more pressure from towns around the Commonwealth. Eventually, they will see how important this is to 

Pennsylvanians. Lost or stolen handgun reporting is a reform whose time has come.” 
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CeaseFirePA is Pennsylvania‟s largest gun violence prevention organization. We are dedicated to reducing and 

preventing gun violence through education and advocacy in communities across Pennsylvania. For more 

information, please visit www.CeaseFirePA.org or contact our staff at 215-923-3151. 

http://www.ceasefirepa.org/

